FREQUENT QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
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Must the American Legion Seek Permission to Install Fatality Markers?
During initial discussions back in 1952, the perception was the American Legion agreed to place “White Crosses” (Fatality Markers) at the scene of every fatal accident on Montana highways. Knowing many of the fatalities may involve “out-of-area” persons, there was no provision to notify family members for permission to install a Marker. Provisions were made for the immediate removal of any Fatality Marker upon request of a family member.

Is There a Time Limit for Installing a Marker?
No.  If the fatal crash happened prior to the start of the program (1953), this decision is left to the local Post. If the fatality has been since 1953; or the family makes the request, and has an accident report or some documentation, install the requested Marker

Are Fatality Markers Memorials?
No!  American Legion Fatality Markers mark the scene of a fatal accident and serve as part of a Highway Safety Program. They are placed to serve as a reminder to drive carefully and alert drivers to potential hazard areas. 

Can Markers Be Decorated?
Most Legion members realize a family has lost a mother, father, brother, sister, or close relative and are sensitive to the trauma surrounding death and the need to grieve. 

Decorating a newly installed marker may be reasonable but the use of any type of decoration obstructing the marker is strongly discouraged, as this reduces visibility and defeats the purpose of this highway safety program.
  
American Legion Fatality Markers are routinely maintained, and decorations are removed. If redecorated, the marker may be removed.

May Families Install Private Memorials in the Right-of-Way?
This practice is not allowed and is discouraged. Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) has informed the American Legion Fatality Marker program that such displays may be removed. The American Legion is not responsible for removal of such displays.

Is There A Charge For American Legion Fatality Markers.
No.   We do not charge Posts for delineator support posts or for the White Markers; nor do we charge individuals or families for installing or maintaining a Fatality Marker.

What If We Have Lost A Loved One and There Is No Fatality Marker?
When a highway has been reconstructed and corrects what might have been a problem, markers are removed permanently. However, if a safety marker has been removed or misplaced, please contact your nearest American Legion Post.  If the local Post does not participate in the program, ask them to contact the Department office at (406) 324-3990 with information.  They will notify the Department Fatality Marker Coordinator .

May Fatality Markers Be Placed Along the Interstate?
Yes, authorized American Legion Fatality Markers may be installed on the Interstate in Montana. (SEE:  CLEAR ZONE) 



Does A County Or State Agency Provide Assistance for These Markers?

No tax money is used in fabrication, erection, or maintenance of these markers. They are purchased by local posts through fundraisers and donations, and placed and maintained by members of the American Legion to remind motorists that driving can be dangerous; people need to be aware of their surroundings; and drive cautiously, maintaining safe speeds.  

When entering Montana, large blue Informational signs state the white markers represent highway fatalities; maintained by the American Legion of Montana.

Why Does the American Legion Fatality Marker Program Use the White Cross Symbol?  
A civil right group filed suit against the state of Montana, and eventually against the American Legion over the use of the “White Cross” symbol.
 
It was determined a “Cross” isn’t just a Christian symbol. For instance, on military maps, the symbol may represent a hospital or even a graveyard; at one time it was considered a pagan symbol of fertility; to others, use of the cross was considered a subversive act.  There are individuals who wear cross necklaces because of the beautiful and simple design, they wear cross jewelry for fashion not to make a religious statement.  Some state buildings use the “cross” in their architecture.  

Fatality Markers, or a “White Cross” mark the scene of a fatal motor vehicle crash and serve as part of a Highway Safety Program.  They are installed to serve as a reminder to drive carefully and alert drivers to potential hazard areas.

Yes, some of us old timers, and even leadership, still slip and refer to the program as the White Cross program, because of the lawsuit and a decision by the court we now emphasize the Fatality Marker Program.

